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My ResearchJourney

▪ Doctoral Research
Exploring pupils’ interactions in ability-based groups in primary classrooms
(University of Leeds)

▪ Voices of the Future
Collaborating with children and young people to reimagine treescapes
Funded by the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC)
(Manchester Metropolitan University)

https://treescapes-voices.mmu.ac.uk/

▪ Children’s Participation in School
Focused on teaching practices that embed young children’s participative
rights in lower primary education in Wales.
Funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)
(University of the West of England)

https://childrens-participation.org/
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Exploringthekeypurposeofbeingaresearcher

“Education either functions as an instrument which is used to 
facilitate the integration of the younger generation into the logic 
of the present system and therefore bring about conformity to it, 

or it becomes the practice of freedom...”

(Freire and Ramos, 2017, p. 34)



TheKnowledgeHolder (Whoistheexpert?)

▪ ‘New knowledge creation (the what) through the shared 
endeavours of research and practice working together equally 
(the how)’(Parsons et al., 2020, p. 3)

▪ Rather than positioning one form of knowledge above another, it 
is important to recognise that these are diverse yet equally valid 
ways of knowing, some more implicit, others more explicit; each 
represented differently by collaborators within the research 
process(Guldberg et al., 2017).



Co-construct(ing)Research(Horner2016)

Everyone involved is a knowledge
holder.

▪ Researchers bring methodological and 
theoretical expertise.

▪ Participants (including children, young 
people, or community members) bring 
lived experience, contextual insight, 
and unique ways of knowing.

Expertise is distributed, not centralized.

▪ Knowledge is created with participants, 
not about them.

▪ This shifts the role of the researcher
from "expert" to facilitator, listener,
and co-learner.



Still, co-construction is not a fixed 

recipe or a definitive model for 

addressing inherent power 

imbalances or social and epistemic 

injustices. Rather, it is an ongoing 

process that we continually grapple 

with throughout our research 

practice.



VoicesoftheFuture

The project explored the 
opportunities and dis/benefits that 

treescapes offer to children and 
young people.

Figure credit: Dr. Simon Carr (2024)



Methodologies includefilm-making,walking,tree-planting,tree-
measuring,sensoryethnography.

Co-production approach: 
in order to learn from 
children and young 

people to engage them in 
designing, creating and 
caring for Treescapes.

Innovative methods: to 
enable children and 

young people to evaluate 
the contribution of 

different treescapes to 
future climate mitigation.



Treeplanting and tree-
measuring documented

by the children.

“Ways of seeing” (Clark,

2022, p.13)

Young children are 

competent meaning 

makers and explorers of 

their environment.



Beyondwords 
&

Embracingmethodological 
Shift

▪ Moving beyond the linguistic into 
poetic, creative and visual 
methodologies opens new ways of 
knowing.

▪ Encouraging cognitive, contextual, 
cultural, and situated approaches 
to meaning in multimodal worlds 
of children.



Diversifyingtree-child 
relations

▪ Children’s relations as always 
connected, embedded, and 
embodied, dynamic and active 
(Ambreen et al., 2025)

▪ Unsettled stories (Nxumalo, 2016)

▪ Care, mutuality and reciprocity 
embedded within process (Spyrou, 
2023)



Howmanywaysaretheretomeasureatree?
– An experiment in cross-disciplinarity

There is no single, objective way to
measure a tree; instead, the act of
measurement is shaped by disciplinary
perspectives, values, tools, and
purposes.

▪ Theepistemological diversity (how
knowledge is constructed).

▪ The importance of dialogue between
disciplines to challenge assumptions.

▪ The creative and ethical potential of
collaborative research that values multiple
ways of knowing (children, teachers,
researchers, community practitioners)

https://journals.uclpress.co.uk/r4a/article/id/3406/

https://journals.uclpress.co.uk/r4a/article/id/3406/


ThreeGenerational Knowledge toAction 
Models by (Best and Holmes, 2010)

Linear Model

One Way Flow

Dissemination C Communication
of Research

Relationship Model

TwoWay Interaction

Building professional networks

Skills C Capacity

System Model

Dynamic Co-production 

Creating Infrastructures 

Strategic leadership



Ashcroft, Z. (2023). Traces of worms. Occasional Paper Series, (50).
DOI: https://doi.org/10.58295/2375-3668.1524

Negotiatingroles(whois theexpert?)

▪ Paying attention to small things C affective moments (Massumi, 2015).

▪ Ethical and methodological flexibility (Spyrou, 2023).

▪ Children as authors.

https://doi.org/10.58295/2375-3668.1524
https://doi.org/10.58295/2375-3668.1524
https://doi.org/10.58295/2375-3668.1524


Childrenas filmmakersandknowledgedisseminator

An ethical stance requires... openness 

and a critical attitude towards the 

knowledge generation practices.

Placing children’s voices in the proper 

interactional, institutional, and discursive 

contexts which produce them.

(Spyrou, 2018)



https://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/857666/



LinkingResearchwithPublicSpaces
&

Cultural Institutions

▪ Research engagement with children C families

▪ Revolving connections, building partnerships

▪ Rethinking research as a place-based, community-focused, and 
sustainable practice

Moss Side 
Library

Gorton 
Library

Manchester 
Museum 

Walks



InclusiveEducationalResource
Creating spaces fordiverse stories toemerge

https://treescapes-voices.mmu.ac.uk/2025/02/10/the-tree-of-hope/
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How can we listen tochildren and young people tocreatepolicy 
change?

Postcards fromthe‘Voicesof theFuture’project (2025) 

Children as leaders in environmental education (Tree 

Care Guide) (TheMersey Forest)



New opportunitiesto 
amplifyimpact

Scientific research: movingon froma very 
narrow, linear model to how to research with 
childrenand young people in a moreopen way.

Community tree planting organisations: 
knowing how to work withdiverse,multilingual 
young people.

Industry organisations: embeddingtreeskills 
withdiversecommunities and more about 
engagement strategies.

▪ TheWoodland Trust

▪ TheMersey Forest

▪ Department forEnvironment Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA)



Complexityisnotaproblembutastrengthto
embrace….

Complexity as a site of rich (authentic) knowledge production: 
Educational research becomes richer when it includes multiple voices and 
epistemologies, integrating diversity of meaning.

Fluidity in research design is important: As an ethic, aspiration or
approach, allowing us to be responsive and adaptive.

Educational researchers are encouraged to navigate and even 
celebrate theoretical pluralism s tensions:

“Thereare murky areas between the theoretical frames... sometimes they overlap...
sometimes they are in tension.” (Horner, 2016, p. 39)



RoleofInstitutionalSupportandAlignment

▪ Systems, values, and practices to accommodate and 
embrace uncertainty, diversity, and relationality in 
research.

▪ Rethinking the role of Ethics committees, Review boards 
and Evaluation practices

▪ Importance of training and mentorship

▪ Research environments where complexity is seen as a 
scholarly strength.



Complexityisnotjustmethodological;itisethical and 
relational.

“The political and ethical dimensions of that process do not derive simply
from the methods... but are a function of the wider social contexts in which

research is conducted.” ( Horner, 2016, p. 33)

“Becoming with”…humans are not separate from the world, but they are
already entangled with more than human others, technologies, and

ecologies. Research, then, must account for these entanglements rather than 
treat them as background or context (Haraway, 2016)

“Researchers must interrogate their own assumptions, the institutional
frameworks they operate within, and the ways in which their presence shapes

the research encounter.” (Spyrou, 2011, p. 153)
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